
Piemaran |      

Located in the Bordeaux Conservation area, 
15thC Le Piemaran was the dairy for the adjacent 
Maison Bordeaux. The terraced house was long, 
dark & narrow, being only 3100mm (10ft) wide.
The brief was to upgrade the existing house and 
replace the 20thC single storey rear extension 
to provide additional ground floor space plus an 
extra first floor bedroom.  
The house is entered directly off the street with a 
visual axis through the full length of the house to 
the garden. This expands the perceived size and 
physically connects the new, existing and garden.
The ground floor utilises the full width of the 
site and the floor to ceiling glazed wall extends 
the room into the garden. Generous steps from 
the lower terrace up to higher garden level 
provides a gentle transition.
At first floor level the extension is set back. The 
ceiling level in the ground floor drops down to 
allow additional height in the first floor.
A large roof light over the lounge provides 
natural light into the ground floor.  The 
inclusion of a glazed floor panel above the 
passage way with a first floor roof light directly 
over it and high level slot window on the East 
elevation further enhance natural light levels.
The overall colour palette is warm, light and 
tonal. Internally, artisan detailing, our bespoke 
design for the kitchen and panels of patterned 
tiles provide character and historical reference. 
The house is fully electric and PV panels on 
the roof provide a substantial amount of the 
power. Natural ‘stack effect’ allows fresh air in 
through the ground and first floor windows and 
stale, warm air out through the roof lights at 
the top of the open stair. Excessive solar gain is 
prevented by the over hanging eaves. 
The extension and new roof to the original 
house are insulated above Building Control 
requirements.
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