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“The greenest building is the one that already 
exists.”*
For 40 years the late-18th Century farm complex 
had stood empty, a sorry sight at the top of the 
picturesque Moulin Huet water lanes. The main 
farmhouse, constructed in 1791, was the only 
part of the building to have retained its roof whilst 
the remainder of the outbuildings stood ruinous.
The ‘brief’ from the new owners was to refurbish 
the farmhouse but to adapt and extend the 
ruinous outbuildings to provide additional space 
to accommodate guests and staff (needed to 
look after the large estate), as well as garaging, 
a working greenhouse and a home office, and to 
ensure the traditional aesthetic was maintained 
on the historic buildings. The new buildings also 
needed to maintain the vernacular aesthetic and 
blend in with the landscape.
Many of the architectural features were lost 
through decay or prior removal but the fireplaces 
and other joinery which remained was repaired 
and salvaged.
Although significant extensions have been 
added the salvaged farmhouse and outbuildings, 
loaded with embodied energy, have been made 
thermally efficient by lime re-pointing, high levels 
of insulation, installing traditional shutters and 
using low carbon electricity to fuel the entire 
site. Wherever possible, salvaged materials have 
been utilised to maintain and create a traditional 
aesthetic of the historic and new buildings, such 
as slate, pantiles, weathered local granite stone, 
stone slabs and setts, and timber for A-frames, 
beams, flooring and doors, etc. 
Alongside a sensitive landscaping and planting 
scheme the farm has been restored in a sensitive 
manner to bring back in to use a truly modern 
and functional home, in the traditional form.
*Architect’s Journal, RetroFirst Campaign 
(https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/
introducing-retrofirst-a-new-aj-campaign-
championing-reuse-in-the-built-environment) 
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